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Blue Sky Games Enhanced With Two New Additions
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Press Release
Central Alberta Forges Ahead with Smart Communities Project
The Central Alberta Economic Partnership plans to forge ahead with Central Alberta’s Smart Communities proposal designed to make services and information more accessible through the use of technology.

“Even though we didn’t receive a Smart Communities grant, the competition allowed us to develop the partnerships, the commitment, and the support necessary to proceed with the project.  The only thing we’re modifying is our timelines,” said  Dean Frey, Central Alberta’s Smart Communities Project Leader.

Industry Canada’s Smart Communities Program was a national competition aimed at establishing centres of expertise in the use of communication technologies.  Selected communities had the opportunity to match up to $5 million in federal funds.  Central Alberta’s project, sponsored by the Central Alberta Economic Partnership, was a finalist in the competition.

“There was a lot of interest and support from the 33 communities of CAEP for our Smart Community Business Plan,” said Gerry Gibbons, CAEP manager.  “We believe the projects in the plan will benefit both rural and urban communities throughout the region.  Good projects always move ahead.”

“By creating communication networks, we plan to present a broad range of information to Central Albertans, regardless of their location.  We’ll also be presenting Central Alberta’s best ideas and business opportunities to the rest of the world,”  added Frey.

Central Alberta’s proposal, which relies heavily on Internet connectivity, has three main components:

1.
bringing students, training and industry together

2.
making health services and health information more readily available

3.
providing ready access to social services and social services contacts within the region.  The database will be expanded to include information from all sectors and from business and industry.

Central Alberta’s proposal was developed by a partnership that included six of the region’s school boards, Red Deer College, Olds College, David Thompson Regional Health Authority, Diamond Willow Children’s Authority, the Red Deer Public Library, many business and service agencies, The City of Red Deer and the 33 member communities of CAEP.

Central Alberta was already successful in receiving funds from Industry Canada to put public Internet connections in a number of facilities throughout the region.  This includes $307,000 recently received by the community of Red Deer.  This money will help the region carry out its Smart Communities Project.

“It’s an exciting time for central Alberta.  We’re embarking on a project that will change the way citizens access services and information in our region,” concluded Frey.
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